
On the ground in New Zealand... 

The Christchurch recovery and the NZIBS conference through the eyes of an Australian 

AIBS Member Wayne Gorman visited New Zealand late last year to a�end the New Zealand Ins�tute of 

Building Surveyors annual conference and take a look at Christchurch as it rebuilds, too. Here he shares 

his story in brief. 

My visit to Christchurch, New Zealand was an amazing eye opener. 

To see the result of Mother Natures destruc�ve power unleashed 

through several significant earthquakes is something I wont forget 

in a hurry. 

In Christchurch I spent several hours as part of a ‘Red Zone’ Tour 

conducted by a local tour guide , Robin. The tour gives a very in-

depth insight into the events of the Christchurch earthquakes and 

the affects that this had on the topography, geography, buildings, 

dwellings and people. 

At the �me of my visit, 95 percent of buildings in the inner city had 

been demolished and large areas of vacant space existed in what 

should be a bustling city centre. 

Each and every building had been assessed for its structural damage and give a colour coding of red, amber or green. Despite 

the codings and the op�on to rebuild in some cases, owners o5en opt for demoli�on due to the prohibi�ve costs of renova-

�on and rec�fica�on-this is the primary reason why so many buildings in the Christchurch CBD have been torn down. 

Nevertheless, construc�on is underway on large, mul�-storey commercial buildings and new techniques are being adopted in 

an a�empt to create a new forest of robust buildings that can weather the effects of ver�cal and horizontal shock. 

My ‘tour of inspec�on’ over, it was �me to move on to 

the following item on the agenda. 

The next part of my New Zealand visit involved my 

a�ending the Annual Conference of the New Zealand 

Ins�tute of Building Surveyors, held in Wellington. The 

content of the Conference was excellent, with           

presenta�ons rela�ng to Insect A�ack, Building Products, 

and Earthquake Prone Buildings, Non-Destruc�ve         

Inspec�on and Tes�ng, the Ruins of recent Leaky Building 

Cases, and a              

 

project at Clyde Quay Wharf with a lower carpark constructed under a pier… and 

below the water level at high �de! 

The conference moved venue each day, with the second day at the Westpac      

Stadium. At the end of it all delegates would down with a dinner dance and much 

discussion of the various conference topics. It was a great conference and a really 

fascina�ng visit to a country that has much in common with ours yet some quite 

startling differences in the challenges that people in our profession face. One 

thing is for sure though-Kiwi building Surveyors are a very friendly bunch with 

plenty of experiences , ideas and opinions to discuss. 

The above ar�cle is an extract from the ‘Australian Building Surveyor’ magazine, 

Autumn edi�on 2105. 


